ARTS 3240: Photo III - Digital Photography
MW 2-4:50; TR 5-7:50 Mayfair 100
Instructor: Bridget Conn

Office: TBA
Office Phone: TBA      Department of Art Office Phone: 445-4572

Office Hours:  TR: 2 – 4pm (or by appointment)

Email:  bridget.conn@gcsu.edu, bridget_conn@yahoo.com 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This class will continue your study into photographic composition, but focus on the use of a digital SLR camera and Adobe Photoshop, as well as alternative photo techniques. You may choose to shoot traditional film and scan your negatives if you choose, but if you are leaning towards buying a digital camera, I would do so. Upon successful completion of the course, you will be able to:
1. 
Talk about photo files with an understanding of terms such as resolution, dpi/ppi, .jpgs, .tifs, .psd files, etc. 
2. 
Scan negatives and make digital prints using our available archival printers. 

3. 
Use Adobe Photoshop more thoroughly, and for photo-specific purposes.
4. 
Print out and apply Lasertran for mixed media and three-dimensional photo projects.
5. 
Make digital negatives for traditional photo process such as Cyanotype, Argyrotype, and Van Dyke Brown.
6. 
Produce your own body of work based on your own conceptual concerns. 

7. 
Identify a wider range of photographers, both historic and contemporary, through research for a class presentation 
GRADING:
	Your grade is based out of 1000 points.

50 points each for two technical assignments  

150 points for one alternative process assignment
150 points for one Lasertran/mixed media assignment
350 points for your Concept Project
100 points for your Artist Presentation
50 points for Class Participation
50 points for one quiz
50 points for Hands on Milledgeville documentary project

Technical Assignments: These will involve your learned skills in Photoshop, such as dodging/burning, contrast, and some creative manipulation. You will also be graded on your print quality for these assignments as you are learning about resolution and our printers. 
Alternative Process Assignment: This will involve using OHP Transparency Film to print out digital negatives for use with traditional photo processes. More details on this assignment will be given later in the semester. 
Lasertran/Mixed Media Project: We will be exploring Lasertran in order to create images to work with non-traditional or three-dimensional surfaces. Lasertran can be used on wood, ceramics, metal, fabric, glass, and more. More details on this assignment will be given later in the semester.
Concept Project: From roughly midterm on, you will be creating a body of work based on a concept of your own choosing. We will have readings and writing assignments as part of this grade to stimulate your thought process on what you may choose to say with this project. Your final critique will involve 12-15 high quality prints, or an agreed-upon equivalent if working in objects. You may use digital prints, alternative process prints, or mixed-media (or installation?) for this project. 

Artist Presentation: Rather than traditional research on the life of one photographer, this presentation is designed to get you thinking about the concepts behind the works of three photographers, with a comparison/contrast of their approaches. You will be working in pairs, and be given a topic, for which you will have to find three photographers (digital or not) that embody the theme. Topics will be given within the first two weeks of class, more details to come.
Class Participation: This grade is based on your contributions to class critiques, your attendance, your work ethic in and outside of class, your project performance, and general attitude towards the class.  
Quiz: Your quiz will deal with the Artist Presentations.

Hands on Milledgeville: You will be asked to be involved with a local volunteer organization by spending an afternoon photographing one of their events. One photo from each student will be compiled into a show in the month of April. 
	Grading Scale

1000-980 = A+
979-930   = A
929-900   = A-
899-880   = B+
879-830   = B
829-800   = B-
799-780   = C+
779-730   = C
729-700   = C-
699-680   = D+
679-630   = D
629-600   = D-

599-0       = F


REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance:
You are allowed 2 unexcused absences.  After your first 2 unexcused absences your grade will be lowered by one letter and will continue to be lowered by one letter for each additional absence (a final grade of “A” will become a final grade of “B” if you have 3 unexcused absences, “C” if you have 4 unexcused absences). To avoid an unexcused absence, email or call me before class if you cannot attend.  Bring a doctor’s note to the following class if you miss class due to illness. 

3 tardies = 1 unexcused absence. (If you are late to class by 15 minutes or more, this counts as an unexcused absence.)  

You must be present on critique days even if you have not completed your project.  Projects will automatically be lowered by one grade if you miss a critique. 

Late assignments will be lowered one letter grade per day (not class day) that they are late. 

Artist Lectures and Art Openings:

There are a number of visiting artists that you will have the opportunity to see this semester. You will find a list at the end of this syllabus with dates, locations and names. On opening nights, I will have a list by the front reception area of Blackbridge Hall or the Museum Gallery with my name and course number - please sign the list. Every semester I have students walking a thin line between two letter grades – attending these lectures and shows may bump up your grade to the next level. Make it a habit to get involved!
	Ceramics Exhibition Jan 12 – Feb 6
	Photography Exhibit Jan 23 – May 10

	Blackbridge Hall – Opening reception for 
	Museum Gallery  - Nancy Marshall

	Sandra Trujillo -  Churros Locos
	Reception Jan 29th from 5-7pm

	January 22nd from 5-7pm
	

	
	Everyday Mythologies Jan 23 – Mar 12

	Painting Exhibition Feb 16 – Mar 13
	Museum Gallery  - Dayna Thacker

	Blackbridge Hall – Opening  reception for
	Reception Feb 26th from 5-7pm

	Javier Carrillo – Mi Vida
	

	February 19th 5-7pm
	Photography Exhibit Mar 21 – May 10

	
	Museum Gallery  - Brook Reynolds

	
	Reception Mar 22nd from 5-7pm


Lab Expectations:

Neatness: Please be mindful of our nice computer lab – clean up your space after you leave class. Please do not bring foods into class (bottled liquids are fine).
Concentration: Please turn off all cell phones, laptops, and iPods during class. Please refrain from checking your MySpace/Facebook while in class!
Academic Misconduct:

All forms of academic misconduct are prohibited by the Code of Student Conduct. Academic misconduct refers to dishonesty in assignments or examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or writing of someone else as your own (plagiarism), or knowingly furnishing false information to the University by forgery, alteration, or misuse of University documents, records, or identification.  Academic misconduct may result in failure of the course, suspension, and expulsion from the university.  The Student Academic Dishonesty Policy and its accompanying procedures will be applied as described in the college catalog. http://catalog.gcsu.edu/ugrad/6384.htm#o6452

Requests for Modifications:

Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability. If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services locate in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Fire Drill Procedures: Campus Security and Escorting Service: 445-4054 

In the event of a fire signal students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of this building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count outside of the main front exit of this building.
SUPPLIES:

For this class, you will need to purchase a digital storage device, printer paper, and transparency film.  I have also included information on digital SLR cameras if you would like to purchase one.  You will have the option of using your own digital camera, borrowing a digital camera (based on availability) or shooting 35 mm color and/or black and white film and scanning it to make a digital file. 
1.  Paper 

(choose one depending on the surface you prefer) 

	B&H#
	Name
	Quantity
	Item Price 

	EPPGL50
	Epson Premium Glossy Photo Paper 8.5x11”, 50 sheets
	1
	$23.49

	EPPLPL50
	Epson Premium Luster Photo Paper 8.5”x11”, 50 sheets (this paper has a semi-gloss surface)
	1
	$27.95


 
 

2. Digital Storage Device 

Note: This is a recommendation for a jump drive that would have sufficient storage capability for this class.  If you already have something similar, you do not need to purchase this.  The more GB Capacity on a jump drive, the more images it will hold.  

	B&H#
	Name
	Quantity
	Item Price 

	LEJDS24GB
	Lexar JumpDrive Secure II Portable Data Storage Device – 4GB Capacity
	1
	$19.95


 
3. Transparency Film (for making digital negatives) 

	B&H#
	Name
	Item Price 

	PIUOHPTFL20
	Pictorico Premium OHP Transparency Film - 8.5 x 11" (Letter) - 20 Sheets 
	$19.95


 
  

4. Film (Optional purchase - Purchase film if you either do not have a digital camera or wish to shoot with film). 

	IF YOU CHOOSE TO USE FILM: A Note on Color Film 
Different color films produce different levels of color saturation/intensity. The main manufacturers of color film are Kodak and Fuji.  They have their own codes for which films produce natural/soft colors and which produce vivid/contrasty colors.  Kodak NC=natural/soft, Kodak VC=vivid/contrasty.  Fuji Pro C films=contrasty/vivid, while Fuji Pro S films=more natural/soft.  Purchase film based on which type of color you prefer. If you’re not sure, purchase some of each.  Note: Remember to store your color film in a refrigerator.  Professional color films are designed to be exposed and processed promptly.  Keeping film cool extends its life. 
You may take your color 35mm film to any local film processing establishment such as K-mart, Walmart, Eckerd, or CVS.  For extra high quality processing, film can be sent to a pro-lab in Atlanta, such as E-Six (www.e-sixlab.com).  If you are concerned about development costs, ask to have the negatives developed but no prints made.  Take into account the amount of time it will take to have your film processed when organizing your work time.


COLOR
Choose one type of film from the list below or order a few of each. (These films are also available in faster speeds (400) if you want a faster film).

	B&H#
	Name
	Item Price (for non- imported)

	FUP160C36
	Fujifilm Pro 160C film (contrasty/vivid) 
	$5.95

	FUP160S36
	Fujifilm Pro 160S film (natural/soft)
	$5.70

	FUP160S3620
	Fujifilm Pro 160S (20 rolls)
	$113.95

	KOP160NC36
	Kodak Portra 160NC(natural/soft)
	$4.99 

	KOP160NC36PP
	Kodak Portra 160NC Pro Pack (5 rolls)
	$24.95

	KOP160VC36
	Kodak Portra 160VC (vivid/contrasty)
	$4.99

	KOP160VC36PP
	Kodak Portra 160VC Pro Pack (5 rolls)
	$24.95


 
 B/W
	B&H#
	Name
	Quantity 
	Item price

	KOTX24
	Kodak Tri-X Pan Black & White Negative (Print) Film (ISO-400)
	8 or more rolls
	$3.19


5. Digital Cameras (If you do not already have one, and would like to buy one, here are some suggestions) 

NIKON
	B&H#
	Name
	Item Price 

	NID401855K2
	Nikon (B&H Kit) 

D40 SLR Digital Camera Kit with 18-55mm & 55-200mm Lens
	$699.90 

($100.00 rebate)

	NID6018552K1
	Nikon D60 SLR Digital Camera Kit with 18-55mm VR Lens & 55-200mm Lens
	$738.90 

($150.00 rebate)


 

Follow this link to more Nikon Digital cameras.  The higher the MegaPixel number, the larger you can print. 

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/bnh/controller/home?O=sort&A=search&Q=&sortDrop=Price%3A+Low+to+High&bl=&atl=Brand_Nikon&pn=1&st=categoryNavigation&mnp=0.0&mxp=0.0&sv=6222&bhs=t&shs=&ac=kits&fi=all&pn=1&ci=6222&cmpsrch=&cltp=&clsgr= 

CANON 

	B&H#
	Name
	Item Price 

	CAEDRXSKBK
	EOS Rebel XS (a.k.a. 1000D) SLR Digital Camera Kit (Black) with 18-55mm IS Lens & 75-300mm III Lens
	$628.90 

(100.00 rebate)

	CAEDRXSISK
	EOS Rebel XSi (a.k.a. 450D) SLR Digital Camera Kit (Silver) with 55-250mm IS Lens
	$808.90 

($100.00 rebate)


 

More Canon cameras: 

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/bnh/controller/home?O=sort&A=search&Q=&sortDrop=Price%3A+Low+to+High&bl=&atl=Brand_Canon&pn=1&st=categoryNavigation&mnp=0.0&mxp=0.0&sv=6222&bhs=t&shs=&ac=kits&fi=all&pn=1&ci=6222&cmpsrch=&cltp=&clsgr= 
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