Conn – Photography I

Design Handout

For Wednesday, I would like you to bring in at least one example (either a book, magazine, or a good printout) of a photograph that you feel has strong design, based on the elements and principles of design. 

Elements of Design: (the building blocks that make up a work of art)

· Line (Do lines add something to the photograph? Are they literal lines, or lines that your eye follows? Are they horizontal, vertical, diagonal, curved?)
· Shape (How can you break down parts of the photograph into recognizable shapes?)
· Value (Are there a wide range of values, from black to white and all the shades of gray inbetween, or is there much contrast, with very little between black and white?)
· Texture (Is the feel of an object captured well? Or are there patterns that create a ‘visual texture’?)
· Color (We won’t deal with color photography in this class – I would prefer that you bring in a b/w photograph for this discussion)
· Space (Is there a sense of three-dimensionality, or does the photograph seem very flat and two-dimensional?
Principles of Design: (how we apply the building blocks)

· Repetition (Taking a shape, line, etc, and repeating it over and over – does this create a motion for your eye to travel across?)
· Rhythm (Closely related to repetition – hearing a ‘beat’ when seeing elements together. Is it quiet and getting louder? Is it slow and getting faster?)
· Balance (How we perceive different elements to look naturally balanced – we all have an innate understanding. Is there symmetry? Does it need to be turned upside down to “feel” right?)
· Emphasis / Subordination (Creating a place where your eye goes to first makes emphasis. In this process, other elements matter less – they are subordinated. Is there a large object that draws your attention? A very light object?)
· Unity / Variety (Elements that all relate to each other have unity – a photograph of all circles has a ‘unity of shape’. Variety of elements means difference. If the circles of this photograph are all different colors, we have a ‘variety of color’.)
· Proportion (Do the elements have a harmonious relationship to each other given their sizes? Or does something seem off?)
There are many websites that can give you a good idea of how the elements and principles are used, many with photography examples. Here’s a start on a few. 
· http://char.txa.cornell.edu (click ‘elements of design’ on the left)

· http://www.jiskha.com/art/visual_arts/ped.html
· http://photoinf.com/General/Robert_Berdan/Composition_and_the_Elements_of_Visual_Design.htm
· http://asp.photo.free.fr/Composition/photoProgramCompMainClass.shtml
