Instructor: Bridget Conn

Phone & Office: 706.667.4869 – 143 Washington Hall
Email: bconn@aug.edu

Art 3231B / Art 1002B - Photography I
Fall 2007 MW 2:30 – 5:15pm 
Course Description: This is an introductory course for black and white photographic processes. Technically we will focus on learning to use a manual 35mm camera, developing film, making photographic prints, and presenting these images. We will discuss photographic history, contemporary photography, and photography as an art form. This will be covered through lectures, demonstrations, class discussions, critiques, and darkroom time. 
Course Objectives: 

· To learn to properly and effectively use a 35mm camera

· To learn techniques of processing film and printing photographs

· To strengthen the composition of your photos by learning the basics of design 

· To learn to think critically about photographs, and encourage dialogue

· To learn about photography’s place in the art world, and in daily life
Materials: 
· A 35mm camera with manual controls

· Film (Kodak Tri-X 400) – about 20 rolls

· Photographic paper (most of it is covered by your lab fee, but you will likely need to order more of it on your own before the semester is over)

· Archival negative sleeves

· Print storage sleeves

· A three-ring binder that zips closed for storing negatives and prints
· A notebook dedicated to photo for keeping class notes, exposure times, etc 

· Recommended: An apron or old t-shirt to wear in the darkroom, compressed air or static-free cloth for negatives,  spot toner and brush

Lab Guidelines: 
· This is a communal workspace. Your mistakes adversely affect not only your work, but everyone else’s. Make sure to take good notes on the chemistry so that contamination does not occur. 
· Wear gloves or use tongs at all times when handling chemistry

· Clean all equipment, counters, floors and sinks when you through working (or as you go along!).  Repeated complaints about one’s cleanliness will result in a drop of one letter grade and possible expulsion from the lab. 
· Watch how much chemistry you have used, and if there is not enough for the next student to process negatives or make prints, mix more!
· You are required to sign up in the lab at least six hours per week outside of class time. 
· Refer to and follow the “things to check before leaving the lab” sheet.
Evaluation: 

Photo Assignments: 80%
Quizzes: 10%

Participation: 10%

You will have approximately 5 to 6 project assignments over the course of the semester. You will receive an assessment sheet detailing how many points each assignment will count for. In general, point values will raise as the semester goes on. You will be evaluated in each of these assignments on the bases of craft (are there stains on your print? Does it have poor or too much contrast?), of composition (is the design strong? Are there extraneous details that distract?), and at the end of the semester, on concept (do your photos convey what you are trying to say?). Your project grade will be reduced by one letter grade per day late. 
You will have three quizzes that will cover lab procedures and how to operate your camera. Each is 100 points.

Your participation begins at 100 points, and will be affected by how much you give to critiques, your work ethic (you are required to put in at least six hours of lab time outside class time), your darkroom citizenship, and your attendance. Points will be subtracted from the 100 for average and poor performance. In addition to the evaluation listed above, your final grade will drop one full letter grade for every three unexcused absences you accumulate. Six unexcused absences will result in being dropped from the class.  
Photo Lab Access:
Campus security will receive a list of students that are currently enrolled in the photography classes. With a valid student ID, they will grant you 24-hour access to the lab as long as you are with a partner. You are not allowed to let a non-photo student use the equipment or enter the lab without speaking to Jennifer first. You must sign in and out every time you use the lab. 

Bibliography: 

Attached to your syllabus is a list of books available at the library. They are helpful resources that the student wishing to earn an A should be using.
Calendar Guidelines (Not all days listed):
Aug 20 – 
Introduction to course, syllabus, materials, image discussion, 

handout on composition

Aug 22 – 
Bring camera for evaluation, bring one photograph for composition 

discussion, bring assorted objects for photograms. Introduction to paper chemicals and enlarger, begin photograms

Aug 27 – 
Thorough introduction to lab, work on photograms

Aug 29 – 
Critique on photograms, bring camera, discussion of camera 

function
Sept 3 –

Labor Day, no class

Sept 5 – 
First roll of film due, loading reels, developing film

Sept 10 – 
Second roll due, making prints, introduction to bracketing

Sept 12 –
Bracketed roll due, contrast filter demo/assignment given

Sept 17 –
Quiz on darkroom procedures, critique on contrast prints, ap/shsp/pov project given
Sept 24 – 
Quiz on basic camera functions

Oct 8 –

Hand in midterm portfolios

Oct 10 –

Individual midterm conferences

Dec 7 –

Final Portfolio critique

Materials to order immediately: Approx. $115
Notebook for keeping class notes. You may also choose to buy a small notepad that is more portable for taking exposure notes while you are on shoots.

3-Ring Binder that zips or snaps shut for storing prints and negatives.

Archival Negative Sheets are required for keeping negatives safe. 
Print Sleeves or Sheet Protectors (for 3-ring binders) are necessary for keeping your best work clean. You may store more than one photo in one.
Film: 20 rolls for the semester, of Kodak Tri-X 400. 
Film: (Ordering with a partner will help shipping costs)  

www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/29168-SA/Kodak_1590652_TX_135_24_Tri_X_Pan.html
www.adorama.com/KKTX24U.html
Negative Sleeves (25-pack): (buy packs of 100 among four people total to save more!)
www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/42990-REG/Print_File_PF357B425_Archival_Storage_Page_for.html
www.adorama.com/FSPF35425.html?searchinfo=archival%20negative%20sleeves&item_no=24
3-ring Closing Binder: (can find similar things at Office Depot, but cheaper here I think)
www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/61870-REG/Vue_All_V200_Archival_Safe_T_Binder_With.html
www.adorama.com/FSBBBKL.html
Print Sleeves: (Can buy locally at Office Depot)
www.officedepot.com/ddSKU.do?level=SK&id=498811&Nr=200000&N=201474&An=browse
Conn Photo I 

Student / Instructor Agreement

Please read the following points and initial before each one to confirm your understanding. 
____
I understand the expectations of me in this class as detailed in the 

syllabus. 

____
I understand that I am required to work in the darkroom at least six hours a week besides class lab time.

____ 
I understand that if I do not adhere to the lab guidelines, I may be penalized in my grade or removed from the course. 

____
I understand that I will have a conference with the instructor prior to midterm, and that dropping out of the course after midterm will result in a WF. 

____
I understand that the instructor is available on Mondays and Wednesdays to meet with me to help me determine a course of action in how to improve my performance in this class, if I find it necessary.

Signed: ________________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________________________________  
