Class Presentations

200 points

March 22, April 2, April 16

Your Class Presentation will be made with a partner of your choice. This is a good portion of your assignments grade, and should not be left to deal with until the last few days before it is due. You will be giving a powerpoint to the class on at least four photographers which embody the topic you will be blindly selecting in class. Everyone should be making notes on the presentation you are giving, as there will be a quiz on the photographers after the presentations are all made. 

The topics will be intentionally broad in order to get you to think creatively on how to relate photographers to your topic. It would be possible for different sets of students to approach the same topic with all different photographers. These photographers should be professional artists who can be researched through books and the media. They can be from any time period, not limited to contemporary artists. 
You will be graded on the following criteria: 

· Length of presentation (20 minutes)

· Evidence of collaboration (not just one person doing all the work)

· Creativity in applying the topic to certain photographers (for example: if your topic were to be “spirituality”, you may think of artists who photograph churches. Perhaps you may research and find a photographer who applies spirituality in their working method, and therefore the theme is more subtle in their resulting works.)
· How much you make connections between artists – showing contrasts and comparisons

· Quality of presentation (Are you reading from a paper the whole time and boring us to tears? Are you able to ask us questions? How have you structured your powerpoint?)
Things to keep in mind:

· This shouldn’t be a book report that begins each section with “Ansel Adams was born on February 20th, 1902…”. However if there is something about the person’s bio that is important to know as it relates to the topic, it would be wise to include it. Otherwise, the bio isn’t necessary – focus on the artist’s work, what critics have said about it, and what you think about it.

· Spend time researching as many photographers as you think can somehow apply to the topic as possible. Don’t edit yourself at first. Later when you have a good long list, think about how you will address the topic. Do you want to focus on artists who all work in a similar vein? Or do you want to explore the manifestations of the topic more broadly, including as many interpretations as possible? This is up to you and your partner. 

· Your powerpoint does not need to have all the cutesy transitions and pretty colors, usually the simpler, the better. Think about how you are using information in the powerpoint – is it a crutch to jog your memory on the artist, all cluttered full of paragraphs? Or are you giving us concise and clear information to help us remember the important points you are making about the artist?
· Consider this a research paper without all the horrible MLA-style writing… your topic is a thesis of sorts, and you are proving to me how these photographers fit in. It’s important for me to believe that you see how they relate to the topic, not just that you read an article that told you how the artist relates to the topic. Related to this, make sure you are talking about how the photographers relate or don’t relate to each other. Draw relationships between them all. 

· Save your powerpoint in multiple places. Don’t leave your master copy sitting on the desktop of any of the lab computers. 

Where to begin research: 

· Spending some time in the TR section of the library is always a good start. You may start leafing through books and see an image that strikes you in a way related to your topic, and perhaps will have discovered a new artist. 

· Also from the library, you may want to ask how you can use GALILEO to search art-related journals for keywords that may give you some results. 
· Of course the internet is a link to millions of artists. Keep in mind I would like the people you choose to be professional artists who are in art publications. 

· “The Photo Book” by Phaidon Press is a nice encyclopedia-like summary of many huge names in Photography since its inception.

· And of course, what our library may lack, you may find in a leisurely day camping out at Barnes and Noble looking at the pretty pictures. 

On Wednesday February 20th, I will be meeting with all of you in your pairs to see how your research has come thus far on your project. Severe lack of preparation by this point may have an impact on your presentation grade. 

Happy hunting!

